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Resotring Somersets Wonderfull Wells
A historic well in Cothelstone, near Bishops Lydeard, has received a renewed lease of life thanks to a project led by Becky Wright. Becky, an avid enthusiast of the Holy Wells of Somerset, was keen that this regionally important well be restored for people to visit. The well is difficult to date but the Gothic style doorway gives clues to its late medieval origin (15th to 18th Century) and marks it out as an important historic building in the Quantocks. 
The well is also surrounded by folklore, with the waters thought to be good for sore eyes and sprains, as well as finding a husband (St Agnes is the patron saint of engaged couples). With the well restoration you are now able to visit it and see if the folk tales are true! 
The project has been helped by the Huntspill Project which is a work preparation service for adults with learning disabilities. They are part of the Somerset Work Preparation Service. They take part in various community based activities and were keen to get involved in this interesting work. The team have been involved in clearing and helping with ongoing maintenance of the site, as well as the Quantock Hills AONB Service. 
Becky said ‘It is great to see the support for this project and to be able to open up this wonderful site for people to visit. Along with St Decuman’s Well, in Watchet, and the Chalice Well in Glastonbury, St Agnes Well is a wonderful example of the Holy Wells of Somerset, the project continues as we still need to raise a further £2,500 to complete the work. Its been a wonderful central point to bring people together. This project would not have been possible without the help and support from Iain Porter of the AONB Service and the Huntspill Project.   I love the idea of it being a lovers well, I hope it will encourage people to locate and visit their local well. !”
The project has been funded through the Quantock Hills Sustainable Develop Fund, which can fund small community projects. It also received a grant from Friends of Quantock. A leaflet and further information is available by visiting the website www.wellobsessed.com
Please do not throw money into wells it can poison the water.
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Photo Caption:  Huntspill project clearing the site and photograph of how the well looks now.
Notes for editors:

For more information on this release please contact 
Becky Wright Director of New Leaf and editor of www.wellobsessed.com. Becky has a keen interest in the wells of Somerset and has researched the history, myths and legends of many of the UK baths and spas.’info@newleaf.uk.com 07590684888 
For the Huntspil Project and press photograph please contact Simon Payne on SFPayne@somerset.gov.uk Old Pawlett Road, West Huntspill, Somerset, TA9 3RQ 
01278 786240         
The Quantock Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) was the first to be designated in England in 1956. An Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is exactly what it says it is: a precious landscape whose distinctive character and natural beauty are so outstanding that it is in the nation's interest to safeguard them. 

The following statements form the Quantock Hills Vision; they describe the AONB we would like to see in twenty years time.

· Conservation of the distinctive and beautiful character and diversity of the AONB landscape, encompassing Quantock heaths, woods, farmland, parkland and villages.

· Detailed understanding of and protection for the Quantock historic environment and conservation of existing man-made elements retaining both the ordinary and the exceptional.

· Productive farming and forestry businesses that support and enhance the intimate scale, historic character and biodiversity and wildlife habitat over the whole Quantock landscape.

· A maintained level of tree cover containing and increased percentage of native species.

· Harmonious design in any new development in and around the AONB.

· A sustainable level of Quantock tourism and recreation maintaining the quality of experience for AONB users and contributing to the local economy without harming landscape and biodiversity.

· Easily available information helping to protect the Quantock environment and residents, while maximising public enjoyment and appreciation of the area.

There are 40 AONBs in England and Wales (35 wholly in England, 4 wholly in Wales and 1 which straddles the border). Created by the legislation of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act of 1949, AONBs represent 18% of the Finest Countryside in England and Wales.  Their care has been entrusted to the local authorities, organisations, community groups and the individuals who live and work within them or who value them. 

The Quantock Hills AONB Service is supported and funded by Somerset County Council, Natural England, Sedgemoor District Council, Taunton Deane Borough Council and West Somerset Council.
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Quantock Hills AONB Service

Contact: Anna Newman 01823 451884    email: ggrant@somerset.gov.uk 

